First page of a draft of King's "| Have a.Dream” speech
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tand ‘with you in the symbolic shadow of this poetic tr
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the memory of the Creat Emancipator.
We are here, hoping that our presence today, our dedication of purpose
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of tomorrow will tramsform our tribute to Abraham Lincoln, iImxtkiz from th
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statd silence of stone into the meeningful music of -harmony among the people

1 . L = - - 1. d wra ¥ £ 1
h re, 0y OUr Dracgenca, S4yinNg uWiae Wo nave T

2
[
{ B
P ]
=it
iz
L
o
-
m
&
s
il
o+
']
D
Q
D
=T
‘—l
]
e
(e
0D
s
it
=
12
]
=
£
3
3
oD
=
(]
5
ek
=
&
|-|_
1
Li1]
|_I
I;"}
1
e
{p
o
oL
o]

: L1 " - &1 3 1 5 5 . i ! e . £ B
of the Negro, we will not be beset by the nagging knowledpge that this nation
owes an abject apolegy to Lincoln; an apology for going too slow in granting
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egqual rights to all her izens: an apology for not pushing hard snough in
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bringing to reality his hﬂ;ua and dreams; an apology for involing the evil
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alibi that "this is not the time" for the hour of freedom to sirike. For we
any time is the time to do the right thing.

krnow full well that the timextmxgmxrightxisxanyxiize

ie honor our country and ourselves by being here. Contrary tkm to all we
have been hearing about the wisdom of our being here, we know that we are here
$n the noblest tradi tions of our Imme Judeo=Christian tradition and our
democratic heritape. In accordance with that democratic heritage, we have
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