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THE SECHETARY OF DEFEMNSE
WASHINGTOMN

November 6, 2006

Dear Mr, President:

With my resignation a3 Sccretary of Defense comes my desp
appreciation 10 you for providing e this unexpocted opportunity to
MI

I leave with gremt respect for you and for the leadership you heve
provided during a mom challenging time for our country. The focus,
determination and perscverance you have so consistently provided
have been needed and arc impressive,

Tt has been the highest honor of my long lifc to have been able to serve
our country at such a criticil time in our history and to have had the
ﬁﬁmﬁvﬂqnmmmmmﬁumamm
women in uniform. Their dedication, profeasionalism, courage and
sacrifics mre an inspiration.

1t is time to concluda my service. As 1 doso, ] want you to know that
you have my continuing end heantfelt support as you enter the final
two years of your Presidency.

Respect{ully,
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