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BLITZER: And joining us now, the vice presdent of the United States Dick Cherey.
Mr. Vice Presden, tharks very much for doing this.
CHENEY: It'sgood to see you again, Wolf.

BLITZER: We head the presdent mertion Osamabin Ladenlad night in his State of the
Union address. Why carOtyou find him?

CHENEY: Well, he's-- obviously, he's well hidden WeVe beenlooking for him for some
time. | think thefactis, he's gone totally to ground. He does't communicat, except perhaps by
courier, he's not up on the air, he's not putting out videcs, the way he did oftertimesin the pag.

BLITZER: Hisnumbertwo, Aymanal-Zawabhiri, is.

CHENEY: Zawahiri's much morevisible.Yes

BLITZER: | mean he's on television almost asmuch asl am.

CHENEY: Well, | don't know if anybody's on asmuch asyou are Wolf, but -- no, he's more
of apublic figure than Osamais.

But if you've ever beenin that part of the world, it is someof the most ruggedterritory
imagnable. I've flown overit and beenon the ground in Afghanistan, Pakistan, up along the
Khyber Pass and so forth, and that gereral areais aremarkahly diffi cult areato get pegpleinto.
Pars of it have never really beencontrolled by anybody.

BLITZER: Isbin Laden--ishin Ladenstill alive?

CHENEY: | think so.

BLITZER: And you think he'sin Pakistan, Afghanistan on the border some place?

CHENEY: | don't wart to be that precise.

BLITZER: Becauwsethisisso frustrating to so mary people,for more thanfive yeas after
9/11. Not only thatbin Ladenis out there, but that his deputy pops up every now and thenon
television and makesthe< threas.

CHENEY: Yeah but look what we have done. We have not gotten Osamabin Laden,

obviously, becaise he's very carefd. | mean he doesn't communicate, he's not in directcontact
on aregularbadgs. But we've takenout severaltimesthat whole layer of leadership underneath



Osamabid Ladenand Zawahiri. One of the mast dangerous jobs in the world is to be number
threein the al Qaedh organizaion. There'salot of them deador in custody.

SoweVve done alot of damage to that serior leacership, including Khalid Sheik Mohammad
ard mary others aswell.

BLITZER: The criticism isthat you took your eye off the ball by going into Iraq and, in effect
reducing the focus of attertion on al Qaedh and bin Laden

CHENEY: It'sjust not true. |'ve heardthat charge -- it's simply not true, Wolf. The fact of the
materis, we cando more thanone thing atatime and we have. WeVve beenvery successful with
going after al Qaeda. Theyre still out there,theyre still aformidable force. But they're not nearly
asformidalle asthey once were in terms of numbersand so forth.

BLITZER: There'sbeengreaer --

CHENEY: We have succesfully deferndedthe country for over five yeas against any further
atack Theyvetried we know, repeatdy -- the preddert talkedabout it lag night in his speech.
We know they triedlag summerto capure airlinerscoming out of the UK and to blow them up
overthe United Statesor over the Atlartic. Therehave beennumeraus attacks have been
disrupted

It's beenaremarkald e performance by the U.S. military and by our intelligence service ard
everything else. If you had asked, shortly after 9/11, what the odds were that we could go better
thanfive yearswithout another attack on the homeland, | don't think anybody would have been
willing to take that bet

Thefactis, weve beenenormously succesful in that regard. We still obviously wart to get
Osamabin Ladenand Zawahiri, but weVve had great succes against al Qaeda.

BLITZER: Hereiswhatthe presdert said lag night. "We could expectanepic batle between
Shiaextremists backedby Iran and Sunni extremists aided by al Qaedh and supportersof the old
regme. A contagon of violencewould spill out acrass the country and, in time,the ertireregon
would be drawn into the conflict. For America, thisis anightmare scerario.” He wastalking
about the consequercesof failurein Irag How much regponsibility do you have, though -- you
and the administration -- for this potertial scerario?

CHENEY: Well, thisisthe argumert, that therewouldn't be any problem if we hadn't gone
into Irag.

BLITZER: Saddam Hussein would still bein power.

CHENEY: Sadlam Hussein would still bein power. He would, atthis point, be engagedin a
nuclearamsrace with Ahmadnejad, his blood enemy next door in Iran

BLITZER: But he wasbeing contained, asyou well know, by the no-fly zones--

CHENEY: Hewasnot being contained He wasnot being contained, Wolf. Wolf, the ertire
sarctions regme had beenundermined by Saddam Hussein.

BLITZER: But he didn't have stockpiles--



CHENEY: Hehadcorruptedthe ertire effort to try to keephim contained. He wasbribing
senor offi cials of other governmerts. The Oil-for-Food Pragram had beentotally undemined
And he had, in fact, producedand used weapons of mass degruction previously, and heretained
the caphility to producethatkind of stuff in the future.

BLITZER: Whichhapperedin the '80s.

CHENEY: You cango back and argue the whole thing all over again, Wolf, but whatwe did
in Iragin taking down Saddam Hussein wasexactly the right thing to do. The world is much safer
today because of it.

There have beenthree national elecionsin Irag Theres ademocracy egaldishedthere a
constitution, anew democratically-elecied governmert. Saddam hasbeenbrought to justiceand
executed, his sons are dead, his government isgone. And the world is better off for it.

You canargue about thatall you wart. Thats history. Thats whatwe did, and you and | can
have this debate. WeVe hadit before, but the fact of the mater is, in terms of threas to the United
Statesfrom al Qaeda, for example, attacks on the United States-- they didn't needan excuse. We
werent in Iraq whenthey hit us on 9/11.

BLITZER: But the current situation thereis--

CHENEY: Thefactof the mater wasthat al Qaech wasout to kill Americars before we ever
wert into Irag.

BLITZER: The currert situation thereis very unstable. The presdert himself speaks about a
nightmarescerario right now. He wascontained, asyou repeatedy said throughout the '90s, after
the first Gulf War, in abox, Sadlam Hussein.

CHENEY: Hewas-- afterthe first Gulf War, had maragedto kick out all of theinspectbors.
He wasprovided paymertsto familiesof suicide bombers He wasa safe havenfor terrorism,
one of the prime state sponsors of terrorism, desgnated by our State Departmert for along time.
He'd startedtwo wars. He hadviolated16 U.N. Secuity Council resolutions.

If he were still theretoday, we'd have a terrible situation.

BLITZER: But thereis--

CHENEY: No, thereisnot. Thereisnot. Therés problems-- ongoing problems-- but we
havein factaccanplishedour objectvesof getting rid of the old regme, and thereis a new
regmein placethats beenthere for less thanayear, far too soon for you guys to write them off.
They have got ademccraticaly-written constitution -- first everin that part of the world. Theyve
hadthreenational electons. Sotheresbeenalot of succes.

BLITZER: How worriedareyou --

CHENEY: Westill have more work to do to geta hardle on the secuity situation, and the
preddert's put aplanin placeto do that



BLITZER: How worriedareyou of this nightmarescerario, thatthe U.S. is building up this
Shite-dominatedIrag governmert with anenormous amount of military equipmert,
sophisticatedtraining, and thenin the end, they're going to turn against the United States?

CHENEY: Woalf, thats not going to happen The problemis, you've got --
BLITZER: Theyre -- warming up to Iranand Syriaright now.

CHENEY: Wolf, you cancomeup with all kinds of what-ifs; you've got to be deal with the
realty on the ground. Therealty on the ground is, weve made major progress. Wevestill got a
lot of work to do. Therésalot of provincesin Iraqthatarerelatively quiet
There's more and more authority transferredto the Irags all thetime.

But the bigged problemwe faceright now, is the danger thanthe United Stateswill validate
the terrarist's strategy, thatin fact what will happen here, with all of the debate over whether or
not we ought to stay in Irag, where the pressure is from some quartersto getout of Irag, if we
were to do that, we would simply validate the terrarist's strategy, that says the Americars will not
stay to complete the task --

CHENEY: Thatwe don't have the stomachfor the fight. Thatsthe bigged threat

BLITZER: Here'sthe problem asl seeit, and tell meif I'm wrong
-- that he seemsto be more interesed right now -- the prime minister of Iraq-- in edalishing
good relations with Iran and Syriathanheis with moderate Arabgovernmerts, whetherin
Jordan, or Egypt or Saudi Arabia.

CHENEY: | just think you're wrong, Wolf. He's beenworking with all of them. Theyreall in
the neighborhood. He's got to develop relationships with all of them, and heis.

BLITZER: Because he'sa Shia, and these moderate Arab governmerts are Sunni.

CHENEY: He'salso anlragi. He'snot aPerdan Theres abig diff ererce betweenthe
Persans and the Arabs, although they're both Shia. Soyou carit just make the simple statement
thathe's Shia, therefore he's the enemy. The majority of the populationin Iraqis Shia. And for
thefirst time, theyve had elecions, and majority rule will prevail there.

But the notion that sometow the effort haa't beenworth it, or that we shouldn't go aheadard
complete the task is just deadwrong.

BLITZER: Here'swhatJim Welb, serator from Virginia said in the Democratic reponse lag
night -- he said, "The presdert took usinto this war recklessly. We are now, asanation, held
hostage to the pred ctable and pred cted disarraythat has followed."

And it'snot just Jim Welb; it's someof your good Republicanfriends in the Senate and the
House arenow seriously quegioning your credbility, becawse of the blundersand the failures
Gordon Smith...

CHENEY: Wolf, Wolf, | ssimply don't accept the premise of your quedion. | just think it's
hogwadh.

BLITZER: Thatwhat? Therewere no blunders? The presdert himself said --



CHENEY: Remember with me what happered after in Afghanistan The United Stateswas
acively involvedin Afghanstanin the '80s, supportedthe effort against the Soviets. The
mujahideenprevailed and everybody walked away. And in Afghanistan, within relatively short
order, the Taliban cameto power. They creakedthis safe havenfor al Qaeda. Training camps
were edallished where some 20,000 terrorists trainedin the late '90s. And out of that, out of
Afghanistan-- becaise we walked away ard ignoredit -- we hadthe attack on the USS Cole, the
attackon the embassiesin Eag Africaand 9/11, where the pecple trained and plamedin
Afghanistanfor that atackand killed 3,000 Americars. Thatis what happens whenwe walk
away from asituation like thatin the Middle Ead.

CHENEY: We might have beenable to do that before 9/11. But after 9/11, we learned that we
have a vededintered in what happens on the ground in the Middle Ead. If you aregoing to walk
away from Iragtoday, and say, "Well, gee, it's too tough, we carit complete the tak, we just are
going to quit," you'll creae exactly that same kind of situation again.

Now, the criticshave not suggededapolicy. They havenit put anything in place. All they
wart to do, all theyve recanmerdedisto redepoy or to withdraw our forces The factis we can
completethetak in lrag And we're going to do it. WeVve got Petaets, Gereral Petraels taking
over. It isagood strategy. It will work. But we have to have the stomach to fi nish the ta.

BLITZER: Whatif the Serate pasesa resolution saying, Thisis not good idea? Will that stop
you?

CHENEY: It won't stop us. And it would be, | think, detrimertal from the standpoint of the
troops. As Gereral Petraets said yegerday
-- he wasaskedby Joe Lieberman, amang others in his tegimony about this notion that somehow
the Serate could vote overwhelmingly for him, send him on his new assignment and thenpass a
resolution atthe sametime, say, "But we don't agreewith the mission you've beengiven."

BLITZER: You're moving forward, no matter what the Congress does

CHENEY: Wearemoving forward. We are moving forward. The Congress hascontrol over
the purse strings. They have the right, obviously, if they want, to cut off funding. But, in terms
of this effort, the preddert's mack his decision. We've consulted extersively with them. Well
continue to consult with the Congress. But the fact of the matter is, we needto getthe job done.
| think Genreral Petraels cando it. | think our troops can doit. And | think it's far too soon for
the talking heads on television to conclude thatit'simpossible to do, it's not going to work, it carit
possibly succeed

BLITZER: What wasthe biggeg mistake you made?

CHENEY: | think, in termsof mistakes | think we underesimatedthe extent to which 30
yearsof Saddam's rule hadrealy hammeredthe population, egpecially the Shiapopulation, into
submissiveress. It's very hardfor them to stand up ard take regponsibility, in part becaise
anybody who's done thatin the pag have hadtheir heads chopped off.

BLITZER: Do you trust Nouri al-Maliki?

CHENEY: | do. Atthispoint, | don't have any reason not to trust him.



BLITZER: Is he going to go after Muqtada al Sad, the anti-AmericanShite cleric who
controls the Mehdi Army?

CHENEY: | think he hasdemonstrated -- | think he hasdemamstrateda willingness to take on
ary elemertsthatviolate the law.

BLITZER: Do you wart him to arres Mugtada al Sad?

CHENEY: Hehasbeenactve, just in recert weels, in going afterthe Mehdi Army. There
have beensome six hundred of them arregedwithin thelag --

BLITZER: Should he be arresed Mugtada al Sad?
CHENEY: Thatsadecision thats got to be mack --

BLITZER: Because, asyou know, thefirst U.S. generalover there, Sarchez, said, This guy
killed Americans, he hasblood on his hands, he waswantedbadcally dead or alive. Whatever
happered?

CHENEY: Wolf, you'vegot to let Nouri Maliki dealwith the situation ashe seesfit. And |
think he will.

BLITZER: You think he's going to go afterthe Mehdi Army?

CHENEY: | think he will go afterall of those elementsin Iraqthat areviolating the law, that
arecontributing to sectarianviolerce.
There arecriminal elemerts, thereare Baahists -- formerregmeelemerts -- all of them haveto
be thetarget of the effort. Hell have alot of help, because hell have 160,000 U.S. forcesthereto
work alongside the Irag s to get the job done.

BLITZER: Here'sthe problem thatyou have, the administration:
credhility with the Congress and with the Americanpublic, because of the mistakes becatse of
previous statemerts, "the lad throes" the comment you made a year-and-a-half ago, the
insurgerncy wasin its lag throes
How do you build up that credbility, becawse so mary of these Demccrats ard alot of
Republicars now aresaying, they don't believe you?

CHENEY: Well, Walf, if the history books were writtenby pegple who areso eagerto write
off this effort or declareit afailure,including mary of our friendsin the meda, the situation
obviously would have beenover along timeago.

Bottom lineis that weve had enormous succesesand we will continue to have enormous
succeses It ishard. It is diffi cult. It's one of the toughed things any presdert hasto do. It's eay
to stick your fingerin the air and fi gure out which way the winds areblowing, and thento try to
getin front of the herd. This presden does't work that way.

He also will be very clear, in terms of providing leadership going forward, for what we needto
doinlrag. Now thefactis, thisisavitally important pieceof business. It needto be done. The
consequencesof our not completing the task are enormous.



Just think for a minute -- think for a minute, Wolf, in termsof what policy is being suggeded
here. Whatyou're recanmerding, or atleas whatyou seemto believe the right courseis, isto
bail out --

BLITZER: Yes | am. I'm just aking.
CHENEY: No, you're not aking.
BLITZER: I'm just aking...

CHENEY : Implicit in whatthe criticsare suggeding, | think, isanobligation of saying, Well,
heres what we needto do, or, We're not going to do anything else, we're going to acept defeat
Defeatis not ananswer. We can in fact prevail hereand we needto prevail. And the
consequencesof not doing so are enormous.

BLITZER: YouOwe said thatIran asanuclearpower, is unaccegabe.

CHENEY: Right.

BLITZER: Areyouread to go to war to stop thatfrom happening?

CHENEY: Come on, now, Wolf. You know I'm not going to specuate on someting like that
BLITZER: Well, how do you stop them?

CHENEY: Wolf, weVve got a policy in placethatis, | think, producing reaults. WeVve goneto
the United Nations. WeVe got unanimous agreemert to a sanctions reslution thatis now in place
with regectto the Irarian-- the Iranian uranium program. And we're continuing to work the
problem. We wart to solve the problemdiplomaically and well do everything we canto achieve
that

But weve also mack it clearthat all options areon thetable.
Now, no administration in their right mind is going to answer the quegion you just aked

BLITZER: Becauwse you've heard Serator Bidenand Serator Rockefeller say they think you
needmore congressional authorizaion, if you're going to take any military steps against Iran. Do
you?

CHENEY: I'm not going to speculate on military steps, Wolf. You
canak thatquedion all day.

BLITZER: ThereQalot of good quedions. Lets move on to some
otherdomedic issues The whole notion of your long-time aide, Lewis Scooter Libby -- he'sin
the papers his lawyer now, suggeging on the opening day of the trial thathe wasbascally setup
by peoplein the White House to protectKarl Rove, the presdert's political aide. What do you
make of that?

CHENEY: Now, Walf, you knew, whenwe setup the interview, you cana all the quedions
you wart. I'm going to be awitnessin thattrial within a mater of weeks. I'm not going to discuss
it. | havent discussedit with anybody in the press yet, and I'm not going to discuss it with you
today.



BLITZER: You -- but you --
CHENEY: Wolf, you got my answer.
BLITZER: Haveyou contributedto hislegal deferse, though?

CHENEY: I'm astrong friend and supporter of Scaoter's. | have not contributedto hislegal
deferse fund. | think heisanextraordinarily talented and capable individual.

BLITZER: Letstalk about illegal immigraton. A lot of your conservative Republicanbasis
upsetatthe presdert and atyou for supporting a pathway to citizership for millions of illegalsin
the States(ph). What do you say to them, who are worriedthat you're going to team up with alot
of Democrats and moderate Republicars and pass thislegslation?

CHENEY: Well, wethink we needimmigration legslation passed | think it would be
irregonsible for us not to try to deal with that problem It's a serious problem. It's very importarnt
from the standpoint of millions of illegals who are already here from those segmerts of our
ecaomy that depend upon them. But it's also important that we have secure bordersand we have
control overour borders

And weVe done alot already to move in thatdirecion. WeVve doubledand tripledthe size of
the Border Patol forcein the budget
WeVe got border secuity measiresadoptedin the lag Congress.

What we neednow is atemporary gues worker program, a comprehersive solution to regulate
thatflow. | think we candoit. | believethatin fact thereis suffi cient support on both sidesof
the aisle to getthe legslation passed

BLITZER: Do you think Hillary Clinton would make a good presdent?

CHENEY: No, | don't.

BLITZER: Why?

CHENEY: Becauwse she'saDemocrat | don't agreewith her philosophically and from a policy
standpoint.

BLITZER: Do you think she will be presdernt?
CHENEY: | don't.

BLITZER: Who do you think will be?
CHENEY: I'm not going to specuate.
BLITZER: Will it be John McCain?
CHENEY: I'm not going to specuate.

BLITZER: He's beenvery critical of you, John McCain.



CHENEY: Well, John'sagood man Heand | have known eachother along timeand we
agreeon mary things and disagreeon others

BLITZER: He said, the other day -- he said, "The presdent listens too much to the vice
presdert. Of course, the preddert bearsthe ultimate regonsibility, but he'sbeenvery bady
served by both the vice presdert and, most of all, the secretry of Defense" That wasJohn
McCain.

CHENEY: So?

BLITZER: No reaction?

CHENEY: | just disageewith him.

BLITZER: He said, about the former Deferse seaetary, "Rumsfeld will go down in history,
along with NcNamara, asone of the worst secretariesof Defense --"

CHENEY: | just fundamertally disagree. You head my speech whenDon retired | think
he's done a superbjob.

BLITZER: You know, weOreut of time, but a couple of issues| wart to raise with you: your
daughter, Mary. She'spregnart. All of usare happy sheOgoing to have ababy. YouOreyoing to
have another grandchild. Some of the -- some critics are suggeding -- for examge, a statemernt
from someme represerting Focus on the Family, "Mary Cherey's pregnarcy raisesthe quegion
of whats bed for children Just becauseit's possible to conceive achild outside of the
relationship of a married mother and father doesn't mean thatit's beg for the child." Do you wart
to repond to that?

CHENEY: No.

BLITZER: She's, obviously, agood daughter --

CHENEY: I'm delightedI'm about to have a sixth grandchild, Wolf.
And obviously | think the world of both my daughtersand all of my grandchildren And I think,
frankly, you're out of line with that quegion.

BLITZER: | think all of us appreciate --

CHENEY: | think you're out of line.

BLITZER: Welikeyour dawhters Believe me,|I'm very sympathetic to Liz and to Mary. |
likethemboth. That wasa quegion thatOsome up, and itOsareonsible, fair quedion.

CHENEY: | just fundamertally disagree with you.
BLITZER: | wart to congratulate you on having another grandchild.

Letswind up with the soft stuff (ph)-- Nancy Pebsi. What wasit like sitting with herlag
night asopposedto Demis Hadert?



CHENEY: | prefer Dennis Hagert, obviously. | like having afellow Republicanin the
Spealer's chair. Nancy's now the speaker of the House. We hadavery pleasart evering.

BLITZER: But itOglifferent to have a Democrat--

CHENEY: Sue, it'sdifferert. Theyhave-- yeah but it's the way it's beenduring maost of my
careerin Congress. | didn't find it all that surprising or startling.

BLITZER: How do you feel?
CHENEY: Good.
BLITZER: Mr. VicePreddert, thark you
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